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are all collected in one part of India, and are there stop-
ping each other's way, a probationer who is free to make
his choice will prefer some other part of India, where,
though the prizes may be a little less attractive, the com-
petition will be less formidable. If, however, it should be
thought inexpedient to allow the probationers to choose
their own Presidencies in the manner which we have sug-
gested, it seems to us that the best course would be to make
the distribution by lot. We are satisfied that, if the dis-
tribution be made arbitrarily, either by the Directors or by
Her Majesty's Minister for Indian Affairs, it will be
viewed with much suspicion, and will excite much mur-
muring. At present nobody complains of the distribution.
A gentleman who has obtained a Bombay writership for his
son is delighted and thankful. It may not be quite so
acceptable as a Bengal writership would have been, but it
is a free gift, it is a most valuable favour, and it would be
the most odious ingratitude to repine because it is not more
valuable still. Henceforth an appointment to the Civil Ser-
vice of the Company will be not matter of favour, but mat-
ter of right. He who obtains such an appointment will owe
it solely to his own abilities and industry. If, therefore,
the Court of Directors or the Board of Control should send
him to Bombay when he wishes to be sent to Bengal, and
should send to Bengal young men who in the examination
stood far below him, he will naturally think himself injured.
His family and friends will espouse his quarrel. A cry will
be raised, that one man is favoured because he is related
to the Chairman, and another because he is befriended
by a Member of Parliament who votes with the Government
It seems to us, therefore, advisable that the distribution of
the Civil Servants among the Presidencies, if it cannot
be made the means of rewarding merit, should be left to
chance. After the allotment, of course, any two probationers
should be at liberty to make an exchange by consent.